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ABSTRACT
In urban traffic, disputes over space are evident and situations of conflict and violence are highlighted, resulting in a high number of accidents, 
especially with motorcyclists. Among the determinants and constraints for such occurrences, there are lifestyle and explicit decisions in the 
representations of the people involved, as well as objective factors related to city life. The objective of this study was to understand the 
representations of motorcyclists who suffered a traffic accident in Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais, about the risks and occurrence of accidents. The 
analysis of the data collected in individual interviews of hospitalized accident victims was based on the Giami proposals, in the psychosocial frame 
of social representations, that allowed the construction of two categories related to traffic violence: a) representations on injuries suffered with 
motorcycles; 2) representations on the transit. The results showed that the projection of responsibilities is strongly present in the representations 
on traffic violence. Psychosocial postures are strengthened in disputes, through representations of overvaluation of individual transportation, 
through the feeling of invulnerability by the belief that accidents will only occur with others, interspersed with the consequent weakening of 
equity relations in traffic. It was concluded that the psychosocial construction carried out through social interactions throughout life, in specific 
cultural and social contexts, defines postures of incurring more or less risks in traffic, impacting on the way of motorcycle driving in daily life.
Keywords: Accidents, Traffic; Motorcycles; Risck; Qualitative Analysis; Public Health.

RESUMO
No trânsito urbano evidenciam-se disputas por espaço e ressaltam-se situações de conflitos e violência, resultando em elevado número de 
acidentes, especialmente com motociclistas. Entre os determinantes e condicionantes para tais ocorrências, incluem-se os modos de pensar a vida 
e tomar decisões explicitadas nas representações das pessoas envolvidas, para além de fatores objetivos relacionados à vida na cidade. Objetivou-se 
compreender representações de motociclistas que sofreram acidente de trânsito, em Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais, acerca dos riscos e ocorrência 
de acidentes. A análise dos dados colhidos em entrevistas individuais de acidentados hospitalizados foi fundamentada nas propostas de Giami, no 
referencial psicossocial das representações sociais, que permitiu a construção de duas categorias relativas à violência no trânsito: a) representações 
sobre lesões sofridas com motocicletas; 2) representações sobre o trânsito. Os resultados mostraram que a projeção de responsabilidades está 
fortemente presente nas representações sobre violência no trânsito. Posturas psicossociais são fortalecidas nas disputas, por meio de representações 
de supervalorização do transporte individual, pelo sentimento de invulnerabilidade pela crença de que os acidentes somente ocorrerão com os 
outros, entremeadas pelo consequente enfraquecimento das relações de equidade no trânsito. Concluiu-se que a construção psicossocial realizada 
por meio das interações sociais ao longo da vida, em contextos culturais e sociais específicos, define posturas de incorrer em mais ou menos riscos 
no trânsito, impactando no modo de condução da motocicleta no cotidiano.
Palavras-chave: Acidentes de Trânsito; Motocicletas; Risco; Análise Qualitativa; Saúde Pública.
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INTRODUCTION

Statistics on traffic violence in Brazil and around the world 
reveal the high vulnerability of motorcyclists. The dynamics and 
multi-causality of traffic accidents show disputes over space and 
emphasize situations of conflict and violence in urban circulation, 
among other factors. Data from the World Health Organization 
(WHO) document that traffic events are the leading cause of 
death in the 15-29 age group, the second cause between five and 
14 years old and the third cause between 30 and 44 years old.1,2 It 
is estimated that if no measures are instituted to reduce the im-
pact of morbidity and mortality, traffic accidents will be the fifth 
leading cause of death in the world population by 2030.2

In Brazil, specific mortality rates due to terrestrial transpor-
tation accidents (TTAs) ranged from 18.3 to 23.7 per 100,000 
inhabitants from 1992 to 2012.3 The number of deaths per TTA 
in 2013 was 45,099.4 Of this total, 27% occurred among motor-
cyclists. According to the Hospital Information System, more 
than 170 thousand hospitalizations were recorded for terrestrial 
transportation accidents in 2013. More than half were motorcy-
clists (51.9%). 5 The motorcyclists were responsible for the lon-
gest hospital stay and (R$ 114,810,444.93) with hospitalization.5 
The motorcycle was the means of locomotion used by most of 
the victims (62.7%) of transportation accidents registered by the 
Violence and Accident Surveillance System - VIVA.6

Traffic violence is analyzed in most studies with a focus on 
objective factors such as speeding, traffic problems, and non-com-
pliance with traffic rules.7-10 Among the determinants and con-
straints of health, however, aspects related to the ways of think-
ing about life, of dealing with risks and with the other, included in 
the subjectivity and emotions of the people are considered funda-
mental for the changes in the area of promotion, prevention, and 
health protection. These aspects are not commonly addressed in 
the impact statistics of morbidity and mortality in traffic, but they 
have shown the existence of a multifaceted social phenomenon.

Regarding motorcyclists, there are several factors relat-
ed to the risk of accidents. However, it is necessary to under-

stand these subjective aspects involved in individual and col-
lective relationships in traffic to deepen the understanding of 
how motorcyclists perceive and assimilate the risks incurred in 
traffic, having already experienced them. Their narratives can 
provide new approaches, based on the integral care paradigm, 
both in prevention and in the follow-up of the injured and re-
covered after the accident. Literature is scarce in the subjectiv-
ity of these individuals, their views of the world and their repre-
sentations around the motorcycle object and the possible risks.

It is expected that the understanding of vulnerability aspects 
of the population, especially of motorcyclists in relation to traffic 
violence can contribute to improving comprehensive health care, 
increasing the possibilities of preventive interventions.

The objective of this study was to understand the repre-
sentations of motorcyclists who suffered a traffic accident in 
Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais, about the risks and occurrence 
of accidents.

METHOD

It is a qualitative research, with a focus on the individual as 
a social being and, therefore, “representative” of a certain social 
group, but not a sample, but a belonging to a given communi-
ty with whom he shares language, ideas, values, and practices.11

Data were collected through interviews conducted by a 
single researcher, from February to May/2014, with motorcy-
clists attending a referral hospital for trauma, including traffic in-
juries, in Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais. The criteria for inclusion 
of the participants were to be the driver of the motorcycle at 
the time of the event; be at least 18 years old, since it is the mini-
mum age foreseen by the Brazilian Transit Code (CTB) for the 
acquisition of the National Driveŕ s License (CNH); reside in BH 
and the event occurred in the urban perimeter of the capital; 
to remain in care in the emergency room or hospitalized for at 
least 24 hours after admission via the hospitaĺ s medical record; 
and to have clinical conditions to participate in the interview.

RESUMEN
En el tránsito urbano ocurren disputas por espacios y se producen situaciones de conflicto y violencia que resultan en un alto número de accidentes, 
principalmente con motociclistas. Entre los factores que determinan y condicionan tales hechos se incluyen el modo de pensar y de tomar decisiones 
reveladas en las representaciones de las personas involucradas, además de otros factores relacionados con la vida urbana. En este estudio se busca 
entender las representaciones de motociclistas que tuvieron accidentes de tránsito en Belo Horizonte, estado de Minas Gerais, sobre los riesgos y accidentes 
. El análisis de datos, recogidos en las entrevistas individuales de accidentados internados en hospitales,  se basó en las propuestas de Giami, en el referente 
sicosocial de las representaciones sociales que permitió construir dos categorías sobre la violencia: a) representaciones sobre las lesiones  con motocicletas; 
2) representaciones sobre el tránsito. Los resultados muestran que la proyección de responsabilidades está muy presente en las representaciones sobre la 
violencia en el tránsito. Las posturas sicosociales se fortalecen en las disputas, por medio de representaciones de sobrevaloración del transporte individual, 
por el sentimiento de invulnerabilidad al pensar que  los accidentes solamente les ocurren a los demás, mezcladas con la consiguiente fragilización de 
las relaciones de equidad en el tránsito. Se llega a la conclusión que la construcción sicosocial generada por  interacciones sociales de toda la vida, en 
contextos culturales y sociales específicos, define posturas de incurrir en más o menos riesgos, que se reflejan en el modo de conducir cotidianamente.
Palabras clave: Accidentes de Tránsito; Motocicletas; Riesgos; Análisis Cualitativo; Salud Publica.
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searchers separately and then, the codes were discussed and 
recreated after consensus. The categories were analyzed using 
NVivo® software - version 10.

Once transcribed, each interview has been thoroughly 
read. Initially, a vertical reading, in which the global meaning was 
sought, answering the question: what was this text about? Later, 
there was the horizontal reading in which the text was sequenced 
by order of appearance of each object in speech and each se-
quence was numbered in ascending order (S1, S2,…). Within each 
sequence, the facts (F), the justifications presented (J) and the 
characters (C) were identified. Then, the sequences dealing with 
the same subject, addressed in their confirmations, differences, 
and contradictions were regrouped and received a title that gave 
rise to a provisional categorization of the totality of the individual 
interview. In a third step, it was sought to find the similarities and 
differences in the set of interviews, in a so-called transversal read-
ing, in which the provisional categories found were compared 
and regrouped for the totality of the interviews, defining the em-
pirical categories on the found objects in their conjunctions and 
disjunctions. At the end, the results were compared with the rel-
evant literature, defining the theoretical categories.

The research was approved by the Ethics Committees 
of the Federal University of Minas Gerais (UFMG), opinion 
471.184, and the Hospital Foundation of the State of Minas 
Gerais (FHEMIG), opinion 604.412-0.

RESULTS

Based on the interpretation of the 16 narratives of motor-
cyclists (Table 1), two categories were defined regarding traffic 
violence: a) representations on injuries suffered with motorcy-
cles; b) representations on the transit.

Representations on motorcycle injuries

By sharing their stories of involvement in traffic accidents, 
motorcyclists explained their points of view and their ways of 
acting, indicating representations about traffic violence and 
injuries sustained as a result of events. Although the magni-
tude of injuries and their severity are recognized as an everyday 
occurrence in the lives of motorcyclists in general, the partici-
pant’s incessant attempt to find explanations for the specif-
ic occurrence of his case was found. Accident representations 
are close to the definitions of an unexpected, multifactorial 
event that can take shape at any time. Anchored in the need 
to find causes, culprits or factors influencing the fact, motorcy-
clists interpreted and justified their involvement in “accidents” 
or their injuries due to their unexpected occurrence, the mis-
takes and failures of the other driver (or pedestrian) involved 
and very little by the assumption of their own responsibility.  

The selection of the participants was after the medical 
records were retrieved to confirm the inclusion criteria and, in 
the sequence, personal contact was made during the hospital-
ization period with those eligible for verification of the other 
inclusion criteria.

The interviews were carried out in the hospital, in a place 
that guaranteed security and privacy, with an average duration 
of 35 minutes. The interview took place after clarifications and 
accepted to participate voluntarily, with signing the Term of 
Free and Informed Consent (TCLE). The interviews were re-
corded in audio and transcribed for analysis.

The data collection consisted primarily of identifying the 
sociodemographic profile of the participants, gathering infor-
mation about the accident and about the use of the motor-
cycle collected in the records of care, patientś  records and the 
participant́ s report. Then, an open and in-depth interview was 
conducted,12 to provide an account that revealed the interview-
eeś  ways of thinking and acting in relation to traffic accidents, 
in a process of reflection on the risks, focusing on their life expe-
rience and context. There was no a priori definition of the exact 
number of participants. The criterion for the conclusion of the 
data collection was the saturation of the data, verified from the 
existence of repetitions of points of view, judgments and feel-
ings about facts and experiences related to the objects present 
in the narratives, which allowed to establish interpretation rigor-
ous and contextual analysis of the object under study.13

Initially, two pilot interviews were conducted, after confir-
mation of the inclusion criteria and accepted by the interviewee, 
to test the feasibility, interpretation, and vocabulary of the guid-
ing question of the research. Adequacy on questions of glance 
was necessary to facilitate the intervieweé s understanding of the 
meaning of one of the questions. After adjustment, other motor-
cyclists were interviewed and invited to participate in the survey. 
However, there were seven people who refused to feel free to ex-
press their feelings about the accident. These refusals reinforced 
for the authors the importance of deepening the discussion of 
representations, based on the inference of the possibility of exis-
tence of denial processes of the subjects on the event.

The saturation of qualitative data was reached after 16 inter-
views. Each respondent received identification with letter E plus 
the number corresponding to the increasing order of collection.

The theoretical reference of social representations (SR) 
was used in the critical perspective of Giami and Veil.14 For 
these authors, all representation is social, insofar as it necessar-
ily draws its thematic contents from the materials present in 
the contemporary and past sociocultural, and not only from 
scientific categories, as defended in the first theories of SR.

The analysis of the data collected was based on the pro-
posal of structural analysis of narration (SAN), presented by 
Demazière and Dubar.15 The analysis was coded by two re-
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As they considered it to be the external factors that deter-
mined the accident, it is always thought of as out of their con-
trol, because it is the other characters (other drivers and pe-
destrians), especially those of other types of vehicles, who are 
invariably responsible for the episode. Such a representation 
renders ineffective any proper attitude of care or attention: 
“[…] there is no way of sometimes taking care of you because the 
person comes and knocks… So you do not want to be careful. 
You’re there in good, even stopped, the guy comes and throws 
you away. So the care you’re taking is no good” (E7).

Common carelessness in traffic, such as speeding, for ex-
ample, and even inadequate urban road conditions are con-
sidered to be elements involved in the genesis of events. 
However, aspects related to the motorcyclist or to his prac-
tices were little mentioned as possible causes. Thus, accidents 
resulting from acts that represent a “making fun” or a way to 
have power in transit were exceptions to this representation. 
Only a few, and even so subtly, considered responsible, in say-
ing that the occurrence was due to their own “stupidity” or 
some “slip” by them.

Occurrences in traffic were only considered as accidents 
when they resulted in physical injuries that demand hospital 
care. In that case, deductive logic is found to support the deci-
sion to seek medical care. For those interviewed, injuries con-
sidered of less importance would not require specialized care: “I 
hurt, I did not need emergency room, it was just a little hurt. My 
knee was swollen, but it was not a case of going to the E” (E16).

On the other hand, the use of recommended accessories 
for the prevention of more serious injuries was seen as insuffi-
cient, inaccessible (due to the additional cost) or distant from 
the habit of motorcyclists on a daily basis, except for the use of 
the helmet: “For the motorcyclists, it is not usual to use protec-
tion, except the helmet”(E6). Protective clothing, elbow pads, and 
knee pads have not always been perceived as equipment capa-
ble of providing protection in their daily lives, and there is repre-
sentation that is only necessary for high speeds or long shifts. In 
short day-to-day trips, they were considered “a waste” and “a lost 
time” to put them or take them away, in addition to the climatic 
conditions of high heat that makes them undesirable: “I do not 
know. You go from here to there and you wear those clothes. You 
go there, you have to take everything out” (E3). However, there is 
the admission of the fact that the use of such equipment would 
mean a decrease in the severity of the injuries suffered: “It was 
very hot yesterday, I was wearing a T-shirt, clothes. If I had a leath-
er shirt, I would not have suffered from it.” (E6).

For some interviewees, the severity of the physical and/
or psychic trauma resulting from the involvement in the event 
was enough to generate the reflection about the insecurity 
they are exposed: “now I want to find a way to get rid of it [mo-
torcycle] in my life, because getting to the brink of death is very 
bad. I took a trauma, I was afraid of a motorcycle” (E8), an af-
firmation that revealed the desire to stop piloting present also 
in the speeches of other interviewees. However, some of them 
reject such a meaning, denying risk and insecurity, showing the 

Table 1 - Interviewee Profile

Age  
(years old)

Profession License time (*) Driving time (*)
Motorcycle use 

(hours/day)
Accidents 

suffered (n)
Reason for locomotion 

– current accident

E1 21 Service agent 3y 3y 2 2 Tour

E2 27 Hodman Without license 14y 3 1 Tour

E3 18 Key Attendant 10m 2y 5 2 Tour

E4 37 Pizza chef 12y 10y 4 10 Home/work 

E5 22 Printer 2a 6m 2y 6m 1 2 Home/work

E6 47 Personnel supervisor 25y 25y 1 1 Tour

E7 38 Bricklayer 3y 3y 3 3 Tour

E8 35 Assistant storekeeper 13y 5y 6 (weekend) 1 Tour

E9 46 Carpenter 6y 6y 1 3 Home/work

E10 24 Suspension mechanic Without license (**) 14y 3 2 Tour

E11 40 Truck driver 15y 15y 1 1 Home/work

E12 29 Motoboy 5y 15y 12 6 Work

E13 36 Motoboy 15y 15y 10 3 Work

E14 20 Self-employed 1y 3m 1y 3m 4 3 Tour

E15 24 Motoboy 2y 6m 10y 8 3 Tour

E16 45 Trade Representative 26y 3m 6 2 Home/work

(*) y: years; m: months; (**) Lost after first accident.
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with the indicator… They speak the “ famous handle”, 
right? He wants to be one better than the other, to 
get there, to the destination up there. Or maybe even 
adrenaline, tanning, I do not know… In my adrenaline 
rush. It’s fun. Enter a corridor, exit the other, enter a 
street, call the other with the indicator, horn to the oth-
er, down there the mess. This is all the time. I see all the 
time [in traffic] (E15).

Traffic violations, assumed as such, are relativized by mo-
torcyclists either because they have mastery of the situation, 
the consent of the other driver or because they believe they 
are a “correct driver” because they do not cause damage to 
the dynamics of traffic. However, such infractions were iden-
tified as possible causes of accidents and capable of damaging 
the traffic circulation when performed by other less skilled 
and experienced drivers and even by pedestrians. The repre-
sentation that transgressions in traffic should therefore only 
be considered when one does not have control of the situa-
tion can be relativized when executed by motorcyclists inter-
viewed and convicted when executed by other drivers, not as 
qualified as he. Thus, the “other” continues to cause difficul-
ties, problems or accidents.

Therefore, results show that daily traffic violence reinforc-
es the projection in the other as responsible for the dangers, 
but in general, it is necessary to learn to control such dangers, 
with the development of skills and experience to cope with 
sudden situations. Such abilities would be unveiled for them-
selves and for others as strength and power, even when the 
motorcycle is explicitly considered to be a more risky vehicle 
for the driver: “[…] my bike is dangerous, but I can take it” (E3).

Skills and pilot experience were also considered sufficient 
bases to evaluate obedience and disobedience to traffic rules, 
when driving a motorcycle: “When I see that it can go more, I 
take it and go, when it does not, I take it and walk quiet. Because 
I cannot walk at a speed that is not allowed” (E10).

The acquisition of skills to move in traffic was strong-
ly present in motorcycle riders who use the motorcycle as a 
source of sustenance, and they presented the pressure for 
speed and agility to complete the services as a central justifica-
tion for committing infractions, since the greater the number 
of deliveries, the greater the gain:

[I receive] by delivery. Maybe it’s a little thing, it’s a one 
or two, you have all day, then you go with more tranquility. 
But if you have too much, as you earn by delivery, the more 
you do, the better. There, it is where you lose the sense, it 
accelerates more, you do not respect. Ah, at the moment 
there is no worry. I must get there. Be leaping curb, let it be 
passing in corner, passing crossing lines” (E15).

power of the desire to use the motorcycle, despite insecurity 
(or for that matter), as a challenge to be constantly renewed: 
“we say that we will stop, but you cannot stop, no. Once it pass-
es, we improve and everything, we start walking again. It’s like 
an addiction” (E10).

Representations of transit

The violent context of urban traffic is evident in the narra-
tives of the interviewees, enabling to reveal present representa-
tions in the assumed conducts and in the risks incurred. All the 
interviewees said that traffic is violent and emerges in a context of 
“chaos due to excessive vehicles on the streets”. Representing it as 
chaotic, they justified it by the accelerated growth of the number 
of vehicles, constant works in public roads, low qualification and 
stress of the drivers. This situation, according to the interview-
ees, means that there is more possibility of being involved in ac-
cidents, demanding defensive (sometimes “aggressive”) direction, 
considering, also, that the relationships in traffic do not occur in 
an isolated or individual way: “you have to drive for you and oth-
ers, and they get in the way too much” (E10). The need to “con-
quer” their space in a context of low adherence and disregard for 
traffic regulations, the lack of physical protection on motorcycles 
and the possibility of suffering injuries when involved in accidents 
caused motorcyclists to create group identity.

This social position is defined as a form of cohesion in the 
face of traffic violence. Among other group identity behaviors, 
there is mutual support, expressed in helping other motorcy-
clists involved in an accident or requiring any help - described 
as something common among motorcyclists themselves:

You’re passing by on a track, you see one there or 
with the flat tire or the gas runs out, something like that, 
you always go to one to help the other. Because they are 
more united, right? They are at great risk. So, what hap-
pens to one, usually stops five, six, seven bikers, all at once, 
to know the case, what happened. I think that biker is 
seen as a fragile thing in traffic (E15).

Group behavior, which also generates belonging to a group 
considered to be fought or persecuted by other drivers in traf-
fic, has been reported to justify also the search for “sensations”, 
either in the use of the motorcycle or in overcoming one’s lim-
its, which translates the taste for speed and pleasure provided 
by this practice. Situations that provoke “adrenaline” and “tan-
ning” were narrated as important in the interactions in traffic:

You lean on a sign there… One begins to look at 
another, there begins to accelerate, already wants to 
cram the bike. Then it goes crazy, one after another, 
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of accident risks. In other words, when the expected bene-
fit of a violation exceeds its potential cost, the individual will 
be prone to violate the rule, otherwise, he will obey the rule.17 
Judgments about certain situations in traffic are background to 
the choice of whether or not to follow legislation.

Based on the classification of the highest severity of the 
injuries that defines an occurrence as an accident, the reports 
of the participants after the involvement in traffic accidents in 
Belo Horizonte affirm the social imaginary about the risks in 
traffic. There is surprise after involvement in accidents because 
they believed that skills and experience would free them from 
such situations and injuries and misfortunes always happen to 
others, less skilled, such as a study carried out with victims of 
traumatic and violent amputation in traffic.18

Veronese states that an accident can be defined accord-
ing to the damages involved in the situation, but for those in-
volved, there is always loss, which is not always counted or un-
derstood as such by motorcyclists.

The use or not of protective equipment is conditioned by a 
series of factors and only in some moments, the needs of protec-
tion are modulated by the notion of risk that the motorcyclists 
possess about their conducts and attitudes in the traffic. Partici-
pants in a study mentioned the importance of protective equip-
ment, particularly to minimize or avoid injuries resulting from ac-
cidents, but in many cases, the use or not is conditional on the 
obligation of the CTB and the lack of resources to acquire them 
respectively.8 The helmet can reduce the risk of death by up to 
40% and the risk of serious injuries by approximately 70% in mo-
torcyclists.1 In a study carried out in the 24 Brazilian capitals and 
in the Federal District, it was obtained that the highest propor-
tion of use of the helmet was observed in patients attended at 
the emergency services of Belo Horizonte (97.2%).6

In the last decades, driven by credit facilities and increased 
purchasing power, the number of individual motorized trans-
port has been disseminated in a significant part of the popula-
tion.9 In particular, the percentage variation of more than 403% 
in the number of motorcycles between 2001 and 2014 in Brazil.19 
The excess of vehicles is responsible, in the opinion of motorcy-
clists, for evidencing changes in traffic dynamics. This search for 
space, in the midst of the “chaotic” traffic due to “excess vehi-
cles”, emerges as the main description of the daily violent scenar-
io in which motorcyclists are inserted. However, there is a need 
for paradigm changes regarding the direct casuistic relationship 
that the greater the number of vehicles in circulation, the great-
er the number of accidents. Compared to the mortality rates in 
other countries in the world,1 Brazilian society stands out as a 
violent society, often justified by exaltation of its own benefit to 
the detriment of other actors in transit, of precarious adherence 
to traffic laws, of low efficiency of supervision and, above all, ed-
ucation in traffic and, not necessarily, due to excessive vehicles.

Situations that increase risks, such as recognizing the mo-
torcycle’s safety limitations, traffic laws violations, aggressive 
behavior and the risks incurred during driving are insufficient 
to introduce the risk as something close to them: “the dangers 
exist, but I know how to control them.” In this way, the risks be-
come invisible in the eyes of motorcyclists, because they are 
camouflaged by confidence in their own experiences or by the 
heady feeling of riding the motorcycle.

Risks become palpable only when, for example, the mo-
torcyclist find a serious traffic situation:

Very serious accident that I have seen, people with-
out even legs in the street … At that moment there, you 
feel afraid, but then you already forget. Forget and con-
tinue the same thing. He says: “Oh no, that’s it, it was soft, 
he does not know how to fly.” […] leaves with that in the 
head and after about 10 minutes is to forget it, to return 
to adrenaline, everything again. Accelerating, going away, 
honking, I do not know… (E15).

Therefore, there is a vicious cycle of the motorcyclist, even 
being a spectator of serious accidents in the every day of the 
traffic, which causes apprehension and fear that the same hap-
pens to him, soon after the occurrence is forgotten. Because at 
the center of representations is the attribution of accidents to 
the failure of another driver.

DISCUSSION

The study showed the representation of motorcyclists 
that the accidents that involved them may have their main 
causality attributed to the other involved. The accident, the 
result of violence in urban traffic, is therefore not recognized 
as coming from possible (often transgressive) their behavior. 
On the other hand, the situations involving motorcyclists in 
traffic are a reference to predict the behaviors to be adopted: 
the transgression of traffic laws or their compliance are judged 
from the notions of risk involved in the situation.

The genesis of the accident is represented by behaviors that 
involve speeding, absence of signaling, track conditions, among 
others, but always coming from acts of other drivers or even mo-
torcyclists. Laplanche and Pontalis define the mechanism of pro-
jection as “an operation by which the subject expels from him-
self and locates in the other – person or thing – qualities, feel-
ings, desires and even ‘objects’ that he does not know or refuse".

Transgressing traffic laws based only on judgment of their 
expertise and instant assessment of the situation does not ap-
pear to be understood by these motorcyclists as a traffic vio-
lation. Restrictions on the driver’s speed impetus will depend 
more on the probability of being fined than on his assessment 
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particular, traffic accidents are throughout its spectrum of man-
ifestations and, to a greater or lesser extent, predictable and pre-
ventable.24 As a result, the World Health Organization stresses 
that the term accident would not be adequate terminology.1

CONCLUSION

Based on the results of the present study, it can be affirmed, 
that individualism, the feeling of invulnerability and the projec-
tion as a mechanism to not feel responsible for the existing risks 
are representations that structure psychosocial postures present 
in the violence in the traffic. The ‘inevitable’ character and re-
sponsibility of the ‘other’ are representations of motorcyclists to 
justify traffic accidents involving them, but they reveal a dichot-
omy and highlight their lack of control over the situation.

It can be affirmed that the psychosocial construction car-
ried out through social interactions throughout life, in specif-
ic cultural and social contexts, defines postures of incurring 
more or less risks in traffic, impacting on the way of motor-
cycle driving in daily life.

Risk representations are strongly present in motorcyclists’ 
ways of dealing with traffic, but with the certainty that violent 
and risky attitudes come from others, which requires specific 
forms of education for these drivers. Surveillance actions aimed 
at health promotion, reduction, and prevention of traffic acci-
dents should be planned and guided to consider the complex-
ity involved in the occurrence of accidents, including aspects 
related to the psychosocial vulnerability of individuals.
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